Families of Hope Campaign 2017-2018
Read about this year’s nominees and donate to support their
goals at 2017celebratehope.eventbrite.com.

Rebecca
Svoboda

Rebecca Svoboda left an abusive marriage and set out to
create a happier life for herself and her two children. Now
working and a single mother, she struggles to stay afloat
financially but continues to strive towards her version of
the American dream while also doing what she can to
assist other abuse victims.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Homeownership

Natasha Perry is a native of Harford County and the
single mother of five. At one point homeless, the family
has since moved to a permanent home; but Natasha vividly
remembers the fear and uncertainty of that time and it keeps
her motivated to keep going and inspired to help others in
similar situations.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Support the SUCCESS Project to
enable others to overcome their difficult circumstances, too.

Kevin
Green

Natasha
Perr y

Kevin Green came to the area from Washington, D.C. in
May of this year with a vision of building a better life for
himself and his three-year old daughter. When he arrived,
he was homeless and living in his car; but has since moved
to a shelter and is saving for a deposit on his own apartment.
Kevin says he relies on his faith to help him through.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Affordable Rental Housing
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Gina
Carlotta

Gina Carlotta was raised in an abusive home and was also in
an abusive marriage. Escaping her traumatic experiences left
her on the streets without a home, car or job. But she decided
to change her life and start over with her children. Leaning
on her faith, she managed to start her own cleaning business
and is supporting her family as a single mom.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Homeownership

Raushanah Scott has a speech impediment that for many
years eroded her confidence and affected her ability to
achieve her dreams. But when she became a mother she
knew she could not let that hold her back any longer. She
overcame her shyness and now willingly talks to anyone and
does whatever else it takes to support her children and work
towards her own goals.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Entrepreneurship Development

Emma
Densmore

Raushanah
Scott

Emma Densmore is a native of Harford County, a single
mother of two, and a living kidney donor. She donated a
kidney to her mother whom she also cares for. A learning
disability and some health issues have made it challenging
for her to overcome financial difficulties, but she has never
stopped trying to achieve a better life for her entire family.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Homeownership
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Donnissha Moulden &
Raymond Blango

Donnissha Moulden & her husband Raymond
Blango are natives of Glen Burnie, MD. They came
to live at HDGHA with their three children seeking
a fresh start after a job loss and Raymond’s heart
attack put them in dire financial straits. Now both are
working again, and using strategies learned through
SUCCESS Project programs to pay off debts and put
down permanent roots in Harford County.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Homeownership

Heidi and Andrew Grant are from Colorado and Harford
County, respectively. Like many young couples, they got
in over their heads financially but with help from public
assistance as well as friends and family, they are surviving...
but struggling. They are learning how to budget and working
to become economically independent so they can raise their
son and pursue their dreams.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Debt Reduction

Jasmine
Gutierez

Heidi & Andrew
Grant

Jasmine Gutierez was born in the Bronx, NY but came to
Maryland a couple of years ago in search of a better life for
herself and her two children. As an orphan, she was raised in
foster care and moved around a lot, so it is important to her to
create a stable homelife for her kids. Jasmine works as a dental
assistant but would like to go further in that field and become
a dental hygienist in order to provide even more for her family.
Self-sufficiency Goal: Homeownership

